MR. DALY'S BRIEF REPLY
member well the young woman of whom you speak T have unfortunately" (this last word was crossed out")
—"I have just closed with Miss Blanche DeBar__old
Ben is persistent and has great confidence in her, and as I said, I have just closed with her for the coming sea * son. With," etc., etc.                                              *
Then there was a wee bit of paper — little, niggly-naggly, jetty-black, impishly vindictive-looking writing on two short-waisted lines of about eleven words each That was from Mr. Daly, and it snapped out this information : " If you send the young woman to me I will willingly consider proposal. Will engage no actress without seeing her. A. Daly."
These letters were blithely sent to me by Mr. Ellsler, who evidently looked upon the question as closed, but that was where we differed. I considered it a question just fairly opened. I admit Mr. Daly's calm ordering of me from Cincinnati to his office in New York for inspection staggered me at first, but there was that line: " I will willingly consider the proposal;" that was all I had to trust to; not much, heaven knows! " Yet/' I argued, " he is evidently a man who says much in little; at all events, though the chance is small, it is the only one offered, and, if I can stand the expense, I'll go and take that chance."
I would have to obtain leave of absence; I would have to pay a woman for at least two performances, even if I got off on Saturday night; I would have to stop one night in a hotel at New York, and, oh, dear, oh, dear! would I dare to risk so much — to spend all my little savings toward the summer vacation for this trip that might end disastrously after all ? I read again: ff Will engage no actress without seeing her." Well, that settled the matter. Suddenly I seemed to hear my old Irish washerwoman saying: "Ah, well! God niver shuts one dure without opening anither!" I laughed a bit and